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Oak Tree Times  
All the news that’s fit for camp…. 

My Plastic Straw Petition 
By: Amanda He 
On the last day of science class in fourth 
grade, my best friend, Sophia, and I 
finished our worksheets early and our 
teacher instructed us to read the Super 
Science Magazine. As we were quickly 
reading through it, something caught our 
eye. It was an article about plastic 
straws. In bold, yellow letters, it said, 
“Americans use 500 million plastic straws per day.” We were both shocked, even worse, 
we learned that most trash and plastic, don’t just stand in landfill like we think, they end 
up in the oceans! When we throw something away, we think it just goes… away! But really, 
it doesn’t, in fact, the first piece of plastic is still on our earth, because plastic doesn’t 
biodegrade! The plastic in the ocean kills over 100,000 marine animals per year, and 
scientists predict that by 2050 there will be more plastic than fish into the ocean! 
     At the time, we were both attending our Earth Club in our school, and the person who 
started the club had created a petition to Dunkin’ Donuts to ban styrofoam that had 
gathered over 300,000 signers! We decided to start a petition about plastic straws. We 
wanted them to add a “Plastic Straw Upon Request Policy,” which meant they had a 
sustainable alternative to plastic straws. But, people with disabilities and require plastic 
straws can still ask and get one. We started out with creating a petition targeting 
Starbucks using change.org as our platform. About three weeks later, Starbucks 
announced they with eliminate single use plastic straws by 2020! We only had gotten 
about 1,500 signatures by then and other petitions had gotten over 100,000. 
     We didn’t want to stop there so we decided to target Dunkin’ Donuts. After about 2 days 
within starting the new petition, we got an email from a change.org employee named 
Juliana, who wanted to help our petition. She said that she would send emails to people 
who signed petition like ours and help promote our petition. Within the next day, we had 
reached 50,000 signatures! It kept on increasing: 60,000, 75,000, 95,000 then 100,000 
signatures garnered!  
When we reached 100,000 signatures Juliana decided that we should go to the Dunkin’ 
Donuts headquarters and talk to one of the workers. She reached out to Dunkin’ Donuts 
and managed to let us speak with Dunkin’ Donuts sustainability officer, Karen Raskopf.  
On August 23, 2018 we went to their headquarters in Canton, Massachusetts. We talked 
with her, and Karen told us why they had not removed their plastic straws yet like “Paper 
straws might get soggy,” or “The sippy cups like Starbucks are using might tip over with 
the weight of the ice.” After in talk, we had an interview with WHDH 7 News station, and 
following that a call with 103.3 AM radio station.  
     We are still working on the petition now and have gathered 168,000+ signers, and have 
gotten on WHDH 7 News station, 103.3 AM radio station, The Boston Globe, Boston.com, 
Newsweek, and The Nikkei. You can support us by signing our petition at: 
change.org/DunkinDonutsStraws 

SUBSCRIBE  TO 
THE OTT for FULL 
PAPERS DAILY. 
COME TO THE OTT ROOM 
AND SIGN UP!! PAPERS 
WILL BE OUTSIDE AT THE 
END OF THE DAY 

Tag 
Hi! I’m Allison. I am 9 years old and I’m 
going into 4th grade at Heath school. I 
play lacrosse and soccer. I like art and 
dancing. My favorite thing to do when 
I’m bored is make bracelets. I like 
friendship bracelets. My favorite food is 
pasta. I also really enjoy looking at the 
clouds in the sky during the day. I like 
walking around the pond. This year my 
sister Sophia tagged me. And I’m going 
to tag my sister’s friend, Charlotte 
Kaufman. Good luck Charlotte

PENGUINS!!!               By Emily  

Penguins are mammals that have many 
physical features. One of these features is 
blubber. It is under their wing and it helps 
them to not get wet when they swim. There 
are eighteen different species of penguins. 
Gentoo penguins have special white circles 
around their eyes. Emperor penguins are the 
tallest penguins. They are fifty inches tall. 
Macaroni penguins have cool yellow hair 
coming out of their heads. Penguins eat 
squid, fish, and krill.  
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The Anonymous Politics Guy 
Hello, everyone, it’s The Anonymous Politics Guy back at again! I would like to open 
by saying a few things. First, hello and welcome back to all my fellow CAAP OGs. and 
second, I have a  new idea for the summer that I will be adding to my column in the 
OTT. this is the Headlines section. For each article, I will read out the day’s important 
political headlines with a blurb below each headline. Next, I will write the main article 
for the day. This could take the form of a response to something in the news, or a 
response to one of YOUR suggestions! My folder for suggestion submissions is outside 
the OTT room on the third floor. I will also do opinions. DISCLAIMER- ALL 
opinions expressed in opinion pieces or responses are mine and mine alone. They are 
not the OTT’s or CAAP’s and do not reflect the political views of anyone other than 
myself. I am a person who believes in the importance of freedom of the press, and of 
speech, and that’s why I do this. 
This article is just an intro, so for today, here are the Headlines: 
Democratic candidate Pete Buttigeig confronted the emotions of his town on Sunday, 
attempting to comfort citizens angered over the killing of a black man by a police 
officer, who alleges the victim was carrying a knife. 
Former Vice President Joe Biden is winning support among black voters in South 
Carolina thanks to his time with Barack Obama as his VP. 
President Trump is holding off on planned ICE raids in 10 major american cities until 
“congress can work out a solution” 
And that’s it for today, CAAP! 

 
A Bunny’s Personal Business

Bunnies have wings. Most people just don’t know about it because you don’t usually see a bunny
flapping around. The truth is, they do it to keep away from predators, but only when they’re in
hiding. And not when they’re in holes, because they would bump their heads and probably get
knocked out. Bunnies have fluff on their backs to cover up the wings, so that when the wings go back
down people won’t notice that there are wings there. They often have to hop really high to get into
flight. The only way we know this knowledge is because of a wild Bald Eagle named Jeff. Jeff was
trying to catch a bunny but then he saw the bunny sprout wings and Jeff got super scared and fell
into a tree. A squirrel found Jeff in the tree and got eaten. But the squirrel did not mind getting eaten.
He didn’t even notice, because he was eating food, lots of really yummy food. And Jeff was like
“hello! I am going to eat you now.”
Later in the day, the bunny was found hiding in a bush pretending that he had never sprouted
wings. On the other hand, the bald eagle was feeling quite uncomfortable because he had fluff in his
belly, so he puked up the squirrel, now covered in slimy gross mucus. The squirrel was very annoyed
that he was all wet and gross, and he noticed that he was falling into the very bush that the bunny
was hiding in. The bunny got terrified again and sprouted wings and flew off SUPER fast. Then the
squirrel was left alone, very sad because he had lost all his nuts and could not eat any more. Poor
squirrel. The end.
But not for long...

DumbMovies 
Not so long ago, in a galaxy not so far away… 
This galaxy, to be exact. Anyway, blah blah blah not so long ago I decided to make a movie review 
column. So, if you want me to review slash stupidly explain a movie, put a little piece of paper outside 
the OTT room, and I might review it. (And maybe I will finally convince you guys that The Last Jedi is 
the worst Star Wars movie!)  
-That movie critic everyone has heard of but no one knows the name of 

Advice to have a great summer at CAAP  
1. Make the counselors and CITs your 
friends 
2. Always bring a bathing suit (for your 
feet - Cait) 
3. Know all the tea 
4. Always have money (for the vending 
machine) 
5. Be yourself 
6. Try to get to your classes on time 
7. Remember crazy hat day 
8. Even if you don’t bring food to the 
Potluck you should still come 
9. On CIT appreciation day, make CITs 
homemade cards (CITs love homemade cards) 
10. Have fun 
11. GO TO CAAP!!!!!!      Ryley Clouse 

 
The Joke Corner 

Q: Why did Voldemort use Instagram not 
Twitter? 
A: Because Twitter has friends not 
followers 
HA HA HA!!!!! 
Q:What is a ghost’s  favorite food? 
A: IceSCREAM 
HA HA HA!!!!! 
Q:What’s black and white and red all 
over? 
A: 1: a newspaper 2: a racoon in a 
blender      HA HA HA!!!!! 
Q: Have you ever heard of the wooden 
car with the wooden wheels? 
A: It wooden go!!!! 
HA HA HA!!!!! 
Q: Have you ever heard the story of 
the highest wall in the world? 
A: Sorry but I can’t tell you, I couldn’t 
get over it!!     HA HA HA!!!!! 

 
Recycle This OTT! 
And the next one, and the next one… 
But PLEASE!! Save the earth! All the OTTs plus all 
the campers equals a LOT of paper. If most of us 
put it in the trash, then that would be a lot of 
wasted paper. And if you think I’m being cheesy, 
you are right! I am being cheesy, but that does not 
mean that what I am saying is wrong. The truth is 
that if everyone who goes to CAAP recycles their 
OTT, we would be putting in a small part to help 
save the earth. So now will you recycle this OTT? 
Oh of course you will! Go get em’! (But don’t forget 
to recycle the next one and on!!)  
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Today was our first camper Noontime show hosted by Cissa and Nick! First up was Charlotte singing the opening of 
COmmon Boy from the show Great Expectations- it certainly was anything but common! Nextthere were 2 awesome 
monologues - one from Clara and the other from Tim. New computer counselor Nick screened his animated film short 
“Trifecta” and it was incredible.Freelance Troupe performed another song from Great Expectations that exceeded all 
expectations! Lucca did a beautiful monologue that made me a little teary. After a CIT ad about Festival Period, Freelance 
Players performed a super funny number from Norbert Beany called “Who Stole the Money”. Can’t wait for tomorrow’s 
Noontime show!

 
UNNAMED SHARK 

There is a shark here in the OTT writing room and  they need a name!!!!!We are open to any names !!!!!There will be a sheet 

outside the OTT room so you can enter a name. The shark will be in the OTT classroom if you want to come see them. On friday, 

June 28, the third period OTT writers will vote on the names            THAT’S ALL FOLKS! 

 
A message from the Evil Overlord 

Let’s get this started. I am the evil overlord. You do not know who I am because you are my minions. My puny minions. So you 
put stuff in my folder, and I respond to it. Simple as that. You put in your problems, and I solve them for you. That is my favor to you. I 
have done so much for you and so I expect you to do the same for me, if not more. Bow down to my greatness.   
                                                                        The Evil Overlord    

WORD SEARCH 
 
V N Q N O O N T I M E S H O W   

D M U S I C A L A T T O W R T   

Y Q R A O O G P T G D V J L U   

Z A V K D I S H S P N O F R D   

P E V K J Z M B Q A V T L R D   

R P Y G O M I E P U R I Y C N   

L X O R X K Q H P O F L F F E   

L J G M T A T N L B T W Y M P   

T S D E I L L E N G B T D A F   

D F R V C C S U K R O M O V G   

C I I G Z N X B K Y Q X F H L   

S R G Q U L Y L P L J Y J U W   

E T B O F D R P V L L O A A F   

Q H C I W H I S F L K H Z G Y   

O A S J P K K Y R Y E W G R R   

 
KIPPY                              CIT 
PAM                               COUNSELOR 
OTT                               NELLIE 
NOONTIME SHOW 
MUSICAL 
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Found in the OTT desks 

● Pom pom  
● A small clappy hand 
● Crumpled piece of paper that says “free kiss never 

expires (infinite symbol) raefils” 
● Orli Friedman’s schedule 
● Paperclip 
● A wooden person 
● Tiny pencil 
● Beat up pink eraser 
● 4 very small magnet balls 
● A crumpled lined piece of paper that says “Maybe 

we should not do Granny and Grampy and Sister 
and bother CUS Some People Get Mad about it 
because some people don’t have Grandparents or 
there parents are divorsed. and we can all be a 
naberhood in the game? - Doc Susen”  

● Pencils 
● Small pink bunny stuffed animal thing 
● Small lego creeper                    Ryley Clouse 

 
CAAP Counselors 

Counselor: Gabi 
Interview by Ellie Lind 
 

How many years have you been at CAAP? 
This is my first year at CAAP. 
 

What class at CAAP is your favorite? Why?  OTT because 
everyone has such awesome things to write about! 
 

What is your favorite color? 
My favorite color is red! 
 

If you could be one animal for a day what would it be? 
I would want to be a lioness because they are so powerful. 
 

What is your favorite thing to do in your free time? 
My favorite thing to do in my free time is to embroider while 
watching TV. 
 

If you could add any class to CAAP that does not already 
exist, what would it be? 
I would add musical improv. 
 

What classes do you teach at CAAP? 
OTT and a-CAAP-ella 
 

What is one goal you want to complete by the end of CAAP? 
My goal to complete by the end of CAAP is to make so many 
friends! 

 
 

The backwards clock 
Hello everyone! I am back for 
another summer! I write about 
things weird that happen at camp, 
I don’t see everything at camp, so 
if you see or hear about anything 
at camp and you want me to 
write about it then just stop by my folder outside the 
OTT room and write on a piece of paper the thing you 
want me to write about, put it in the folder, and I will 
write about it! 

 

Interviewing Random People! 
 
In this column we will interviewing random people. They will 
be anonymous. You, yes YOU will have to guess who we are 
interviewing! In the next article, we will tell you who it was. 
It could be a camper, CIT, or counselor! Good luck, you’ll 
need it. 
 
Q1: What is your favorite animal and why? 
A1: Favorite animal... That’s a tough one. Prairie 
dogs, because...ugh because they are cuddly and 
cute.. And when they are happy, they smell, well 
they give off a scent. They smell like chocolate. 
 
Q2: How do you express your feelings? 
A2: Can you give me more to that? Talk or not talk? 
Are that the options? Give me more!!! Depends on 
the emotion. That's my answer. 
 
Q3: What are your hobbies? 
A3: I don’t have any hobbies. 
 
Q4: What kind of shoes are you wearing today? (Include the brand) 
A4: Sandals. Dolcevita.  
 
Q5: Do you like headbands? 
A5: No. Nor do I like scrunchies. 
 
Q6: What are you? 
A6: The she/her series. Oh what species am I? A 
narwhal.  
 
(remember to guess who it is, you can put your guess in our 
folder outside the OTT room, you can also put in suggestions 
for who we should interview)                By: Gavi and Orli 

 

 



 

Volume 38 Issue #2  https://caapwriting.wordpress.com/oak-tree-times/  6/25/19 
 

The Mystery of… THE LIBRARY 
 

Welcome to CAAP, new campers! If you         

haven’t noticed, the library is off limits to        

all campers. It’s always been this way, with        

the paper sign taped to the library doors.        

No one knows why, so it’s our       

responsibility to spread the truth about it. 

It all started in 1888, when the Park School was being constructed.             

Only one construction worker had the courage to step into the library.            

With a lantern in hand, she took her first step into the dark building.              

Three of her friends watched her step in, but they never saw her come              

back out. 

There are numerous theories about what occurred at this event. One            

states that the Park staff held her hostage because of a lack of funds to               

pay her. She had been complaining to her friends and family about the             

issue, and was planning on complaining to the staff. Before she had the             

chance to do that, she was taken to a secret chamber under the             

bookshelves. 

Another theory claims that the construction worker went in to hide a             

book that exposed her and park school ́s numerous murders and           

burglaries. She dug deep inside of the library to bury the book. While             

she was in the process, the hole was filled in by a different construction              

worker and she was buried there forever, to this day. 

There was evidence of the event at the scene, but the Park School              

staff feared that it would expose their crimes, so it was burned. It is up               

to us to discover the true reasoning behind her disappearance, but the            

Park School will not allow us to investigate the issue. Now we know the              

truth!  Happy 131st birthday, mysterious construction worker! 

 

I saw a fairy 

I saw a fairy yesterday when I opened the door. Something 

inside me just told me to open the door. So I opened the door 

and there was a fairy fluttering right there. My jaw dropped 

down. All the way to the floor. I mean, it is not every day 

that you get to see a real fairy right there outside your front 

door. And there she was. A young fairy in a red dress that 

looked like flower petals. She had small black, shoes that 

seemed to be carved out of sunflower seeds, and  curly blonde 

hair tied into a bun with several  loose curls escaping. She 

was touching sweet smelling rose buds with her golden wand 

and making them bloom into the most beautiful flowers. 

When she looked up and saw me, she darted away. 

Sometimes I still look in the garden outside my front door and 

wonder if I will see these magical, delicate creatures ever 

again.                                                                by Lilah 

Who Will Be Our President? 
 

Happy 2019 CAAP season everyone, and I 
hope that your already enjoying the wonderful 
many classes that you can take. This year, instead 
of talking about animals (The Pet Wizard), I will 
now be writing about the masses Candidates for the 
2020 election, and some information about how 
they would run this country, and some of their 
main platform issues. In total, there are 25 total 
Candidates so far (23 Democrats and 2 
Republicans, including President Trump) and I will 
be covering as many as possible. First, I am going 
to take a closer look at the democratic candidate 
Bernie Sanders. He is already a well known 
candidate since he ran in the 2016 election, so I 
thought this was going to be an easier article to 
start off with, and maybe one people might already 
be familiar with. Bernie Sanders is a 77 year old 
senator for Vermont, and he has served in that role 
since 2007. Senator Sanders is a democrat, and ran 
in 2016 for president, but lost in the democratic 
party presidential candidate race to Hillary Clinton. 
He is a self proclaimed Democratic Socalist and he 
is going to begin running with a more extensive 
organization-in-waiting than any other candidate. 
This is because of the fact that he was the runner up 
in the last election and that he already ran a 
presidential campaign back in 2016. Although he 
has this experience, he is going to have some 
trouble keeping the same amount of support as he 
did in the 2016 election. The extensive amount of 
other candidates in the 2020 election makes it 
much more competitive than the 2016 election, 
since the 2016 election was mostly just a head to 
head election between Hillary and Bernie. His main 
platform issues are Medicare for all, free college 
tuition and to stop the influence of billionaires and 
millionaires on normal people's life. All of this 
information was taken from the New York Times 
and CNN. Thanks for reading!  
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The Trouble with... 
Hello, fellow cAApers! Or capers, nevermind, 

anyway I am Mr. IckyPicky, and this is “the 

trubble with” column. So, get your picky 

machine and give me some ideas. But you might 

not get picked because well, I am very very 

picky, so better make ‘em good one’s! Like: “the 

trubble with school”, or, “the trubble with 

adults”. But I do promise that these articles 

will be longer, but for now, pick ya later!    Now 

beat it!                      Mr. ICKYPICKY 
 

The War Of Storyland: The Last 
Dragon   
Once upon a time, Storyland was filled with 
dragons. Now there’s only two a male and a 
female and it’s my job to protect them so the 
last dragon egg can hatch. I’m Gen. Marion Rose 
White you may know my grandmother Snow 
White the famous helpless princess, kissed by 
Prince Charming too weak and frail to save 
herself. Well here’s what really happened, they 
were happily married for one and a half years 
yes not ever after.  When I was half a year old 
my parents got divorced and it was because my 
dad Charming  wanted to rule the kingdom when 
my mom was better than him at ruling a 
kingdom I meen queendom. Bang! Smash! Crack! 
Splash! Oh no! They’re here…  -Fantasy lover  

 

Shark Squad 
Two years ago at CAAP Yael, Margaret and I all wore 
a shark themed shirt on the same day to camp and 
when we realized we decided to make it a tradition. 
Every year we pick a day when we wear our shark 
themed clothes to camp.  This year you can join us by 
wearing your shark themed clothes to camp starting 
this Thursday. Wear whatever shark themed clothes 
you have, shirts, pants, socks, hats. Put it all on this 
Thursday and every Thursday for the next five weeks. 
We’ll be counting how many people wear their shark 
clothes to see how much we can grow by the end of 
CAAP. So remember to represent to Shark 
Squad this Thursday.   

Fairytale complaints 
 

ok so this is Rapunzel here and I have visited many 
many fairy tales and it’s always the same. People 
always feel like fairy tales are all the same. In every 
fairy tale it’s “once upon a time” and “ they lived 
happily ever after” but those humans don’t 
understand that that’s not how the real stories go. 
So maybe this could be the chance for me to 
actually tell my story to the humans and later can 
tell everyone and everything in the other fairy tales 
that this is their time to tell their stories as well, 
but of course this is MY time to tell MY true 
story. So first of all EVERYONE thinks that I 
have the longest hair in all of the land blah blah blah 
but what they don’t know big reveal folks is that 
they are really just hair extensions. Yup I said it 
my hair is FAKE! And of course I don’t wear some 
overdone purple poofy dress in fact I don’t even 
like to think of myself as a princess! Also in the 
movie all about me they even got a FAKE Rapunzel! 
If that girl who played me in the movie wanted to 
take my place as some girl locked up in a tower I 
would GLADLY switch places with her. Well also 
you know in the movie when all of my FABULOUS 
golden hair gets cut off and it turns into chin 
length brown hair? Well that’s how it was the 
WHOLE time! And just so you get the picture I 
would NEVER be seen dead in a dress in fact all I 
ACTUALLY wear is a white shirt and blue jeans. 
Well anyway I think you get the picture I better 
get going before anybody finds out im gone. Well 
bye! I gotta go!                By Ruby Richmond 
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